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WEBB, Cecil 
 

Private, 27789 
7th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers 
Place of birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Tuesday, 30th October 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years 
 
Cecil Webb (pictured below left) was born in 1893, the second child and eldest son 

of George Green Webb and Ada, nee Plumb, 
who lived at 2 Chauntry Place, a small cottage 
close to St Mary’s Church in Haverhill, where 
they had married on 6th June 1892.   
 
Their first child was a 
daughter named 
Edith, followed by 
Cecil. Four more 
children followed, two 
sons, Bertie born in 
1897 and Herbert 
born in 1899; and two 
daughters, Annie 
Constance born in 
1903 and Freda Lilly 
born in 1908 so by 
1911 the now 
complete family had 
moved a short 
distance to 62 Mill 
Road.                                   Above: George and Ada 

                                                                                                   

 
 
The Webb family had lived in the Chauntry area of Haverhill for many years with 
generations of the family finding work as silk weavers, including Cecil’s father 
George.  Later George was to become a journeyman baker and when Cecil left 
school he worked as a newsboy on a bookstall, possibly for W.H.Smith at the station. 

 
It was only a few short years before Cecil was to enlist at Haverhill, joining the 7th 
Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).  The regiment was sent to 
France in 1916, landing at Le Havre on 24th July, at the time of the Battles of the 
Somme.  On 27th July the battalion joined the 190th Brigade, 63rd (Royal Naval) 
Division. The 63rd Division comprised two Brigades of Naval Battalions and one 
Brigade of Army Battalions, which included the 7th Royal Fusiliers. They were 
involved in action on the Somme near Abbeville before moving south to the Ancre 
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Valley. In 1917, the 7th Battalion Royal Fusiliers were to take part in the 3rd Battle of 
Ypres, better known as Passchendaele.  
 
The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a 
complete success, but the main assault quickly became a dogged struggle against 
determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather.  Cecil’s Battalion were 
part of 190th Brigade, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. Starting out from Ploegsteert 
Wood they were attacking due east of Deulemont, the area centred between the 
D108 and D308. 
 
The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of 
Passchendaele. Sadly Cecil was killed in action shortly before this on 30th October 
1917.  
 
He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial, one of four memorials to the missing 
in Flanders covering an area known as the Ypres Salient.  The Tyne Cot Memorial 
now bears the names of almost 35,000 men whose graves are not known. 

 
 
Cecil is also remembered on the Memorials at St Mary’s and the Old Independent 
Churches, Haverhill. 
 
At the unveiling of the town’s war two memorial wreaths were laid, bearing the 
messages: 

‘In loving memory of Pte. C. Webb 
from his Father, Mother & Family 

 
and 

In loving memory of 27789 Pte. C. Webb, Royal Fusiliers 
– from his ever-loving sweetheart May’ 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

Cecil was awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 
 

 
 
 
Cecil’s two brothers, Herbert & Bertie also served in the army and it is hoped that 
their safe return from the war was a comfort for the family.   
 
Herbert (pictured right) served as a rifleman with the King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps and he too was awarded the British War Medal 
and Victory Medal.   

 
 
 
Bertie (pictured left) served with the Norfolk 
& Suffolk Regiments as a 2nd Lieutenant.  
His medals included the Military Cross and 
these, together with his uniform, were given 
to the Suffolk Regimental Museum. 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Edith        Freda Lily &  
     Annie Constance 


